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The Ephesians 5:19 Use Of Psallo “Speaking to yourselves in and hymns and spiritual
, singing and making melody in your to the Lord.” The two words making
melody are translated from “psallontes” which is a derivative of psallo. It is a verb. A verb must
have an object. The object of the verb is not a part of the definition of the verb. Example: | hit the
ball. Hit is the verb. Ball is the object. Correct? Ball is not the definition of hit. In the case of
(Eph 5:19) the object is the heart. He “makes melody” (ie: psallos) in the heart. If it had been said
he psalloed the carpenter’s chalk line, the bowstring, or a guitar, the physical action in each case
would be the same but the object different. Is the psalloing in (Eph 5:19) spiritual? Baptize
is a verb. God said baptize in . By stipulating water, did He not exclude everything else?
____ God said psallo in the . By stipulating the heart, did He not exclude all else?
If God wanted us to psallo with a mechanical instrument, wouldn’t He have made that
instrument(s) the object of the verb in one of the four verses where it is mentioned? While
possible to psallo on a musical instrument, it is not permitted unless God condones it.
The 1 Corinthian 14:15 Use Of Psallo “What is it then? I will with the ,and I will
pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the , and I will sing with the
also.” Psallo is found twice in this verse and translated each time. The
great Baptist preacher, Spurgeon, remarked, 7 would as soon pray to Goad with mactiinery as
to sing to God with machiinery.” This verse prompted his comment. It is pretty obvious that no
subliminal message authorizing instrumental music is hidden in this verse. What lesson is Paul
teaching regarding prayer and singing?

The Romans 15:9 Use Of Psallo ““And that the might God for his mercy; as
it is written, For this cause | will to thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.”
Again, the GK verb psallo is translated , hot play. This quotation of (Ps 18:49) has David

impersonating (ie: speaking as) Jesus and pointing to the time when the Jews and Gentiles will be
united in the body of Christ. The singing unto God is praise and thanksgiving for this unity. Is
there even a smidgen of a hint that mechanical music is somehow in this verse?
The James 5:13 Use Of Psallo “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him
sing psalms.” In this fifth and final usage in the NT we find psallo being translated to . Does
this verse ask, ““Is any merry? Let him make instrumental music.”? ___ Singing is done with the
and the melody is made in the . James never hints at mechanical music in
addressing the attitude and demeanor of the participating Christian who is commanded to sing.

Read All Choices And Circle The Best Answer
Psallo? a psalm apoem the art of splitting gems  to sing or make melody
Transgression?  a falling short afallingaway  agoing beyond abstinence
“Thus saith the lord”?  of rare usage 415X a hard saying of doubtful origin
Lame man? loved acapella music needed cane to function came in last at Riverside
Instrumental music? needs acapella to function co-ordinate with acapella can be very scary
Psallo in NT? found sparingly plenteous in mention shameful each time quite boring
Synagogue worship? was every Sunday always had IM where apostles went to teach
Eph 5:19? parallel to Col 3:16 is a gentinatian verse long on IM material
Psallo? found 4V NT found 6X NT  found after much searching found 11X NT
Rom 15:9?  tells of Rome authorizes IM  quotes Ps 18:49 expresses happiness
Psallo’s object? to instruct the heart salvation aviolin
. “Sing with machinery”?  non-biblical quote akin to circumcision a rasping sound

RETURN TO NUMERICAL INDEX GO TO THE NEXT LESSON IN THIS SERIES RETURN TO PAGE 1



http://www.tpbs.org/index_files/downloads/83-1.pdf
http://www.tpbs.org/index_files/Page1654.html
http://www.tpbs.org/index_files/downloads/84-1.pdf

	Thought Provoking Bible Studies     83 – 2

