Thought Provoking Bible Studies 167 — 2

8. Good Works Are Not For Show Jesus said (Mt 6:1), “Take that ye do not your alms
, to be of .’ This is a clear and certain warning. Good works that aren’t
motivated by a desire to please Almighty God and serve one’s fellow man are empty of reward because they

are done “for show.” Paul emphasized that our giving be done (2 Cor 9:7) “not , or of

: for God loveth a giver.”

9. Does This Imply That The Christian’s Light Be Hidden? Absolutely not! (Mt 5:16) “Let your light
before men, that they may __ your good works, and your Father which is

in heaven.” Notice the little phrase ““so shine.” This means that we better make sure what others see

in us is a daily, Christ-like example. The object is to “glorify”> God. Paul’s greatest desire was (Phil

1:20) that shall be in my body.”

10. The Praise Of Men The chief rulers (Jn 12:42) * on him.” What did they fail to do that
God requires? Why not? (V43)
“For they the of more than the praise of

11. Faith Must Work — By Love Paul pointed out the ineffectualness of circumcision under the law of
Christ and emphasizes (Gal 5:6) * which worketh by . Good works without godly
zeal (Mt 6:1) promise “no of your which is in heaven.”

12. Motives Examined In Three Related Areas Jesus taught about three activities the hypocrites
abused because they did them to impress men. (a) Giving (Mt 6:1-4) He said that the *“*hypocrites™

(V2) publicly announce their giving “in the and in the , that they may
have of men.” (b) Praying (V5-8) He said, “for they to standing in the

and in the corners of the , that they may be of 7 (©)
Fasting (V16-18) Jesus denounced ““a ____ countenance: for they their faces that they

unto men to fast.” Pretentiousness is foreign to God.

13. King Saul’s Daughter & David Saul gave his daughter, Michal, in marriage to David. What was his
motive? (1 Sam 18:21) “And Saul said, | will give him her, that she to him, and
that the of the may be against him.”” Many parents are gunty of encouraging
their children to marry for wealth, social position, etc. Sadly, many Christian parents fail to
emphasize marrying “in the Lord.” This shows a lack of knowledge (Hos 4:6) on their part.

14. King Herod Was A Hypocrite He was envious and fearful. He was afraid for his position. (Mt 2) He
exterminated many male children seeking to destroy the baby Jesus, but he publicly said (V8) “Go
and search for the young child; and when ye have , bring me
again, that I may and him also.” What selfish deceitfulness!

15. Why Many Physically Followed Jesus He knew the motives of men and that these followed him
because they knew he had fed the multitudes. (Jn 6:26) “Ye __ me, not because ye saw the

, but because ye did of the , and were 7

16. The Adulterous Woman (Jn 8) The woman’s guilt was apparent. The scrlbes and Pharisees weren’t
concerned about her soul. They made a public display of the matter. They were (V6) “
him, that they might have to him.”” Their hearts were deceitful!

17. The Judas Kiss Pretentiousness hurts more when it is from someone to whom you are close. Judas had
plotted with the enemy to betray Jesus. (Mt 26:48-49) He ‘“‘gave them a , saying,
Whomsoever | shall , that same is he: . Was this kiss a genuine show of
affection? __ Why did he say, “Hail, master!”” when he kissed him?

18. Ananias & Sapphira (Acts 5) They claimed to be good Christians. It was up to them to give as little
or as much as they chose. They ““sold a , and kept back of the price--- and
brought , and laid it, at the apostles' feet.” This would have been a good work.
The Sin: They lied, claiming to have given the entire amount. Lying cost them their lives.
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